sinfonia news July 2

Principal Conductor
André de Ridder

The Fragile Shell - A Retrospective

On Wednesday 24 June 2009, The Fragile Shell, this summer's singing extravaganza in Derby, culminated in two thrilling
performances featuring around 1000 young voices at the Assembly Rooms as ViVA’'s Education Manager Marianne
Barraclough reports...

The project this year explored the theme of climate change and was particularly inspired by
Creswell Crags - an Ice Age centre based in Bolsover, Derbyshire. Creswell Crags is a
limestone gorge honeycombed with caves which provide evidence for a fascinating story of life
during the last Ice Age between 50,000 and 10,000 years ago. It was among the most northerly
places on earth to have been visited by our ancient ancestors, a story that is unique on a
European and World scale and in 2003 Britain's only known Ice Age rock art was discovered
there. It was these stories that inspired writer Hazel Gould and composer James Redwood to
write a new song cycle considering the impact of climate change whilst on a visit to Creswell
Crags in October 2008.

| Hazel and James worked together from October 2008 to March 2009 to write five songs which
consider the changes in the world starting 4 billion years ago and bring us right up to date by
considering what will happen tomorrow. These songs also chart the seasons beginning with Winter
and finishing with Winter Comes Again. In March 2009 the participating teachers met James Redwood and conductor David Lawrence who introduced
them to the songs and gave them the materials required to learn the songs with their students. The teachers were also given a word writing task from
Hazel Gould, with each group being commissioned to write lyrics for their own song.

In early May the children visited Creswell Crags for a series of workshops which saw them working in a marquee with writer Hazel Gould to edit their
words, singing the new songs and creating a new song with James Redwood in Robin Hood's Cave, as well as learning Ice Age survival skills with the
team from Creswell Crags. Following this, James Redwood worked with each of the schools to create a song using their words, which would later form
part of the song cycle. David Lawrence also visited each of the schools to rehearse the songs from The Fragile Shell. Alongside this, James Redwood
orchestrated the children's songs so that sinfonia ViVA could accompany the children in the final performance.

The 180 participants from the six participating schools came together for a massed rehearsal on the penultimate day of the project when they began to
put the whole piece together. Following this they were joined on the final day by the full orchestra for their final rehearsals. The world premiere
performance took place during the afternoon of 24 June and featured not only the 180 singers on stage but also an additional 900 in the audience, who
had been sent sections of the piece in advance so that they could join in with the performance. The large scale project culminated in a public evening
performance to friends and family as well as the general public.

As an exciting follow up to the project, the two Bolsover schools, Creswell
Junior School and Whitwell Primary School were asked to perform their
songs at the opening of the new museum and education centre at Creswell
Crags, which was attended by David Bellamy as well as other important
guests, and this return to Creswell Crags provided a fitting conclusion to the
project forthem.

The project has been generously supported by Rolls-Royce plc, Derby
LIVE, Derby City Council, Derbyshire County Council, Bolsover District
Council, The Ernest Cook Trust, Orchestras Live, John Thaw Trust and Arts
Council England.

“Thank you so much for giving my Y3 class the opportunity to be a part of ) S RS o
The Fragile Shell. It has been an amazing experience for the children and '

for me. It is something that we will always remember. The parents and
families of the children really enjoyed the concert, even though they had
been practicing the words with the children they could not have imagined
just how wonderful it would sound when all the schools came together. We have enjoyed every aspect of The Fragile Shell and the children now know
so much about the Ice Age and the issues of caring for our planet, they know that each of us can make a difference. It was a real privilege to work with
you and Camilla, with James, Hazel, David and with the musicians of sinfonia ViVA.”- Ann Thornton, Springfield Primary School
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St.John’s Church, Buxton at 3.00pm
Tickets: £16 Box Office: 0845 1272 190 www.vivaorch.co.uk/concert-2009-07-12-buxton.shtml

|I' sinfonia ViVA ensemble with Ann Murray

Stravinsky: The Soldier's Tale (Suite)
Mahler arr.Tarkmann: Kindertotenlieder
Brahms arr.Boustead: Serenade No.1in D (nonet)

in concert

Making a welcome return to sinfonia ViVAand the Buxton Festival, mezzo-soprano Ann Murray joins a sinfonia ViVAensemble directed
by Benedict Holland for this intriguing and emotive programme of classics. Stravinsky's The Soldier's Tale was premieredin 1918, and
in reflection of the times (and shortage of performers created by the First World War), was composed for a small number of players and
actors. The Suite being performed today is an abridged vesion of the whole piece, without narration. Mahler's Kindertotenlieder ('songs
on the death of children’) is based upon a series of poems by Ruckert which were written as a result of the death of two of his children
within a short period of time. Ironically, Mahler himself was to lose a child shortly after completing the work. The arrangement by
Tarkmann is that being performed today. Brahms' Serenade No.1 in D dates from 1857 and, though he reworked it for full orchestra 2 years later, is being
performed today inits original, gentler nonet version as arranged by Boustead.

Photo: Sirembler

ViVA's Benedict Holland says: "l am looking forward with real excitement to this year's visit to Buxton by sinfonia ViVAin which we perform three fine works by
three great composers. The concert opens with the suite from L'histoire du Soldat by Stravinsky - a witty and colourful score, featuring moi as the violin-playing
devil! We follow this with with the late romanticism of Mahler's Kindertotenlieder, in an ingenious arrangement by Tarkmann. These hauntingly beautiful songs
will be sung by our old friend, the renowned Mezzo Soprano Ann Murray. We finish with Brahms' Serenade No.1 in D (interestingly, originally conceived by
Brahms for small ensemble), and | am hoping this genial and summery work will lead us from the calm and elegant surroundings of St John's Church into brilliant
sunshine without!"

Following last year’s sell-out concert, don’t miss out on this great opportunity to experience sinfonia ViVA and Ann Murray, who together have become, in the
words of reviewer Mike Wheeler “something of a Buxton Festival institution! Visit the Buxton Festival website at http://www.buxtonfestival.co.uk for more
details of the Festival.

@)orted by Rolls-Royce plc and Arts Council England J

- Big Top, Tower Gardens, Skegness (as part of Skegness Festival), 8.00pm
Ticket details from the Embassy Centre Box Office 0845 6740505 www.vivaorch.co.uk/concert-2009-07-24-skegness.shtml
| ) sinfonia ViVA with Mary Carewe in Kabaret: the seeds of change
Including... =

Spoliansky - Life's a Swindle: Spoliansky - The Smart Set: Zemlinsky: Herr Bombadil:
Schoenberg - Pierrot Luniare excerpt, No.9 Gebet an Pierrot: Hollaender - O Just Suppose:
Spoliansky - Masculine and Feminine: Spoliansky - Sehnsucht: Wolpe - Hitler: Eisler -
Abortion is lllegal: Hollaender - Sex Appeal: Waxman - Alone in the Big City: Hollaender -
Chuck out the Men: Weill - Selection: Britten - Cabaret Songs: Coward - 20th C Blues:
Coward - Poor Little Rich Girl: Coward - Mad Dogs and Englishmen

Chanteuse Mary Carewe is joined by ensemble ViVA and its dynamic
Music Director James Holmes in this electrifying programme of music
and song capturing the decadent and subversive flavour of Berlin in the
1920s. Charting the influence of Cabaret and the politically engaged
music theatre of Weill and Brecht, which spread throughout Europe as a
result of the enforced mass migration following the rise of the Third Reich,
this programme includes songs by Eisler, Spoliansky, Hollaender, Britten
and Coward

Mary Carewe's versatility ranges from musical theatre showstoppers and cabaret songs to contemporary music.
She has appeared with orchestras in the UK, Ireland, Spain, Germany, Czech Republic, the United States, Australia
and Scandinavia, and has performed under the baton of Sir Simon Rattle, Kurt Masur, John Rutter and Charles
Hazlewood. Her now long-established artistic relationship with Carl Davis has led her to sing both 'James Bond' and
'Oscar Winners' programmes worldwide; she made her Carnegie Hall debut with him and the New York Pops in
March 2009.

Join us in the special Big Top in Tower Gardens (opposite Embassy Theatre) for this special programme of music for
this dazzling evening capturing the Bohemian spirit of the last century.
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|I' sinfonia ViVA Opera Gala Night with Special Guest Jonathan Ansell

Embassy Centre, Skegness (as part of Skegness Festival) 7.00pm
Ticket details from the Embassy Centre Box Office 0845 6740505

Including...

Overture to Orpheus (Orchestral)

sinfonia ViVA is joined by Special Guest Jonathan Ansell (right), the charismatic
young singer with the sensational tenor voice who shot to fame three years ago with
pop opera group G4 on the X Factor, and who has now established himself as a bona
fide solo star. Jonathan, who quickly became the stand-out favourite of the fans on the
X Factor, achieved amazing success with the classically-trained group G4, who
announced their splitin early 2007. But surpassing this, he has now achieved a debut
solo album that topped the classical charts and also hit the top ten of the pop charts.

This evening’s concert, with the irrepressible James Holmes (top left) conducting and
with well-known stage and television actor and star of Heartbeat Jonathan Kerrigan
(left) presenting, features a programme of the best loved, most popular moments from

| the world's favourite operas featuring a full orchestra and soloists. Programme includes

Puccini's Nessun Dorma and Offenbach's Overture to his opera Orpheus in the

www.vivaorch.co.uk/concert-2009-07-25-skegness.shtml

Suppe - Light Cavalry Overture (Orchestral): Donizetti - Una Furtiva Lagrima
(Vocal): Verdi - Ballet music from Act 3 of Macheth (Orchestral): Puccini - Che
Gelida Maninina (Vocal): Puccini - E Lucevan le stelle (Vocal): Puccini - Intermezzo
from Manon Lescaut: (Orchestral): Offenbach - Barcarolle (Orchestral): Puccini -
Nessun Dorma (Vocal): Tchaikovsky - Polonaise from Eugene Onegin (Orchestral):
Bizet - Carmen Suite No.1 (Orchestral): Giordano - Amor ti Vieta (Vocal): Smetana -
Dance of the Comedians (Orchestral): Donizetti - Ah mes amis (Vocal): Offenbach -

Underworld.

| Supported by Arts Council England
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Darley Park, Derby - event starts 6.00pm
Admission is FREE: parking and other restrictions apply

Strauss:

Mozart:

Mozart:
Hayman/Holmes:
Sousa:
Williams:
Wagner:
Strauss:
Strauss:

Dvorak:
Mancini/Holmes:
Mercury:
Williams:

|l The Darley Park Concert

Music from 2001 A Space Odyssey
Magic Flute Overture

Act2 Queen of the Nightaria
When You Wish Upon a Star

Stars and Stripes Forever

E.T. Adventures on Earth

Ride of the Valkyries
Spharenklange (Music of the Spheres)
Tritsch Tratsch Polka

Song to the Moon

Moon River

Bohemian Rhapsody

Selection from Star Wars

It's Britain's biggest free outdoor concert of its kind... The Darley Park Concert, bringing pleasure to many thousands of people, young and old. In keeping with
tradition, the musical items are linked by a theme, and this year we look to the skies. 2009 has been identified as International Year of Astronomy marking
several momentous events — including the 40th anniversary of the first manned landing on the Moon and the 400th anniversary of the use of the telescope by
Galileo Galilei to observe the Moon and the planet Jupiter. Join sinfonia ViVAand regular Darley Park concert conductor James Holmes in the wonderful setting
of Darley Park for a spectacular programme of music with links to all things astronomical. Also featured this year is the band Curios, winners of the 2008 BBC
JazzAwards Band of The Year led by Derby-born Tom Cawley who is joined by drummer Josh Blackmore who also hails from the city.

Darley Park, sloping down to the River Derwent, gives plenty of good vantage points from which to enjoy both the gorgeous music and the terrific firework finale.
So, aim to get there in good time to pick yourself a cosy spot and let the energy and finesse of sinfonia ViVA sweep you away! PLEASE OBSERVE PARKING
AND OTHER RESTRICTIONS. In the interests of safety, please do not bring barbecues, animals (a firework display takes places as part of the evening) or
gazebos to the park. Atorch and suitable outdoor clothing may be useful. Please help to keep the park tidy by disposing of your rubbish carefully. Further details
from Derby Tourist Information Centre 01332255802 Minicom 01332 256666.

@ported by Rolls-Royce plc, Derby City Council, Derby LIVE, RAM FM and Arts Council England
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Royal Concert Hall Foyer, Nottingham 11.00-12.00, 1.30-2.30pm and 3.00-4.00pm
Tickets: Adults and Children £6.50 Box Office: 0115 989 5555 www.vivaorch.co.uk/concert-2009-09-12-nottingham.shtml
| I The Beanbag Proms - Boogie! Shimmy! Spin!

The Royal Concert Hall Foyer is the place to go down to as Beanie Bear's Gang assembles for the latest instalment of the fun
that is The Beanbag Proms: a chance for the very young and their carers to share terrific music together - and have some fun
| along the way! Musical maestro Alasdair Malloy leads this enchanting and
4 entertaining hour which will excite and enthral your child in a relaxed and
g comfortable setting.

Frequently sold-out long in advance of the performances,
The Beanbag Proms are a chance to share terrific music
together in an enchanting and entertaining hour which will
excite and enthral your child in a relaxed and comfortable
setting.

Each concert includes:

Participation elements - including actions and playing instruments
Dancing

Singalong

Stories

Performances

At the end of the performance there will also be an opportunity for children to have a close look and touch (gently!) the instruments used during the
performance. Join Beanie Bear's Gang and enjoy a magical musical adventure that your children will be talking about for a long time to come. Please note:
Parents must remain in the foyer area with their children throughout this performance. Video or audio recording of this performance is strictly forbidden.
Photographs may be taken at the end of the performance. Please also note that the programme of music is subject to change and alteration. Places are limited
for each performance and will be sold on a first come first served basis.

Supported by Arts Council England, Nottingham City Council, Orchestras Live and the Royal Concert Hall, Nottingham. ViVA would also like to acknowledge the
generous support of John Lewis, Nottingham, The Whitaker Charitable Trust, Helen Jean Cope Trust, D’Oyly Carte Charitable Trust and the JN Derbyshire Charitable

Trust. J
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New Walk Museum, Leicester, 2.30pm
Tickets: £6 (Children £3) on sale from New Walk Museum Shop 0116 225 4920 11am-4pm  VISA, Mastercard, Delta and Switch cards accepted
Online booking available at www.musicfestival.co.uk www.vivaorch.co.uk/concert-2009-09-20-leicester.shtml
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Come andjoin ViVA's jazz ensemble for a jolly jaunt through the history of jazz. 18 l =
{

ViVA's jazzers featuring Dave Ayre on double bass, Matt Dunn on clarinet, Tim Gunnell on percussion and Jack
Ross on guitar and your guide for the concert, will transport you on a journey through jazz starting with a work song
from the slave music tradition in cotton fields in the 19th century, through blues and gospel to the big band music of
the 1930s and 40s with Glenn Miller's In the Mood and Gershwin's Summertime. There will be plenty of bopping as
they take you on a whistle stop tour of bebop with Dizzy Gillespie's A Night in Tunisia prior to moving to the Latin
inspired classics and on to the funky jazz of the 70s 90s, before finishing the tour by bringing you totally up to date
with a brand new piece by Jack Ross.
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This concert promises to be full of fun and participation! Don't forget to bring your voices!
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@ported by Rolls-Royce plc and Arts Council England.
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the backstage page
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‘Now in its fourth year,
Chamber Orchestras Live aims to
bring excellent orchestral music to
audiences across England
particularly in small towns and rural
areas. It is run by Orchestras Live,
the national development agency for
orchestral music in England. We
have a unique understanding of the
needs of promoters and orchestras
gained over many years of creating
and sustaining active partnerships
between the two. The secret to our work is to be as flexible as
possible, creating exciting and compelling programmes which
achieve the best possible 'fit' between promoter, orchestra and
audience.

0000000moIo

As well as featuring the best of English chamber orchestras,
Orchestras Live is also committed to showcasing the work of living
composers, and we work with our promoter partners to develop
the most innovative, challenging

The Chief Executive of Orchestras
explains the role of the organisation an
ViVAs contribution to its aims

our relationships with a very wide range and scale of promoters,
we are able to create a national circuit where an orchestral
programme from one orchestra can be repeated in multiple and
different concert settings across England.

A powerful example of this can be seen in our collaboration last
autumn with three promoters in Bristol, Lancaster and Bradford on
Avon each of whom featured sinfonia ViVA, led by André de
Ridder in a concert programme which included music by Uri Caine
and Steve Mackie alongside classic works by Beethoven and
Mozart. Since we started the circuit four years ago, sinfonia ViVA
have been a core partner in our work and we have some exciting
plans for collaboration in future.

As Chief Executive of Orchestras Live, my job is to oversee the
delivery of all our work which will fulfil our mission to inspire,
motivate and empower the widest range of people through their
experience of excellent live orchestral music. We're currently
putting the finishing touches to our chamber orchestral series for
the 2009/10 season.

programmes that are right for the
venue and its audience.

2008 was our most ambitious
season so far. Orchestras Live set
up and worked with a network of 26

ORCHESTRAS (AL

Having consistently delivered
concert performances of real quality
by world class orchestras to
audiences who otherwise would not
have the opportunity to hear them,
we will continue to work with our

promoters in small and medium

sized towns ranging from Devon to North Yorkshire and from Kent
to Cumbria. We featured the work of 20 professional chamber
orchestras across 29 venues in England.

All'in all we mounted 59 concerts and 41 education sessions
across England and included 71 performances of works (including
10 premieres) by 30 living composers. We reached a total
audiences of over 14,000 and a further 1,000 participants took
part in education sessions alongside the concerts. In most cases,
audiences for these chamber orchestral concerts have been
developed from a zero base.

Our network of promoters across England tells us that, despite the
economic recession, they felt that audiences would not decrease
next year. This confidence of our promoter network indicates the
success of Orchestras Live in supporting promoters to build an
audience and confirms the very positive momentum which we
must build uponin future.

As a national network, Orchestras Live maintains a unique and
invaluable overview of the orchestral sector in England. This is an
important part of our ability to establish a vibrant circuit of
orchestral activity across underserved parts of England. Through

promoter partners to build upon their
ambition and ensure that people across the country can continue
to enjoy the very best that the UK orchestras have to offer.’
~~ Henry Little

ViVA’s Chief Executive Peter Helps adds ~~ Henry provides
some powerful statistics in his article and talks about Orchestras
Live’s partnership with promoters. From ViVA's side | should also
like to mention how important the ViVA / Orchestras Live
partnership is, the encouragement it brings to our work and how it
challenges continually our thinking. It is good to have a critical
friend of this kind!

Visit the
Orchestras Live
website at

www.orchestraslive.org.uk

to find
out more

Oiroomooromnotooooan
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4 Lots going on this month. |
must start by drawing your attention to
the fact that, though we may be in the
midst of summer, our New Year’s Eve
Gala Concert goes on sale on Monday
6th July!

You might have already spotted the full
page advert earlier in this newsletter.
London Calling is the title and as you
can probably guess, we've come home
for our inspiration this year, drawing
upon the rich treasure chest of classics
from and about England and with more
than a pinch of music reminiscent of the
capital city itself.

It's been a delightful process putting the
programme together with conductor
Nicholas Kok - if you've been to a
previous ViVA New Year’s Eve concert, |
don’t need to tell you what terrific
panache his introductions and
comments bring to proceedings! - and
once again, we're also going to be
treated to a special arrangement by
ViVA's star timpanist, Graham Hall.

o o
is soloist in
The Laxk&cendin

J

One very good reason for me telling
you all this so far in advance (and
there’s full programme details on our
website at www.vivaorch.co.uk from 6th
July) is to alert you to the time-limited
and first-come-first-served special offers
we are running.

Buy a Premium Seat and you will be
sent vouchers with your tickets entitling
you to collect a free programme booklet
as well as a £3 bar voucher per
Premium Seat booked. And the ever-
popular cd offer is back too - buy a
Premium Seat before 24th October
and you'll be sent a voucher to

collect a Naxos cd featuring one of

the classics from the programme,
Vaughan Williams' timeless The Lark
Ascending. The number of Premium
Seats is limited and they get snapped
up quickly, so do get in early.

And if a Premium Seat is not your cup of
tea, the welcome news is that all our
New Year’s Eve ticket prices have been
frozen at last year’s level. So there are
great bargains to be had. The concert is
timed to finish before 10pm giving you
the chance to go on to further party
|%elebrations if you wish (or plenty of
time to get home for that cocoa!). Get
your tickets now and you can look
forward to a relaxing
evening of terrific
music and fun in a
delightfully warm
atmosphere. The
perfect way to treat
yourself (and others!) after a

busy year!

While we're on the subject, it's not
only New Year's Eve | need to flag
up. Awhole raft of sinfonia ViVA
concerts are about to go on sale as the

new season programme booklets

J
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come out from venues everywhere.
Nottingham, Derby, Wellingborough,
Chesterfield, Lincoln, Leicester... We're
right across the region in the coming
months. All the details will be on our
website as soon as events are
published, and of course we'll be
keeping you fully updated every month
here in the Newsletter.

Qooooromo

VAUGHAN
WILLIAMS

Job - A Masque for Dancing
The Lark Ascending

English Northern Philharmonia

am Road, Stapleford, Nottingham.
\T No.385367024

from Derby City Council and Arts Council England

company limited by guarantee registered in England No.1879552

Business Centre, Beaufort Street, Derby DE21 6AX
2207560 email: info@vivaorch.co.uk  www.vivaorch.co.uk
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